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Inclusion
By Jerimarie Liesegang, PhD


"I think our office listened to the concerns of the group and had been working closely with them to address their concerns," Sullivan said. "The governor recognizes that anyone who is covered by these categories is someone's child and is protected by the law and entitled to their recognition."

With these words by Michelle Sullivan, spokeswoman for the Governor, an important milestone has been achieved – full inclusion and recognition of our community by the Governor’s office and implicitly the State of Connecticut.  As a transwoman, who struggles daily with acceptance and understanding – both within and outside of our community – I appreciate the empowering consequences of inclusionary language and practices.

However, during the proclamation process I came to ask myself – What defines the families of our community?  The Governor’s staff had previously understood Gay and Lesbian to be an inclusive term.  We as a community refer to Gay PRIDE Day, Connecticut’s Gay Rights Bill, or our efforts in Gay marriage;  Some organizations include Lesbian and Gay in their names, some simply Gay and others include LGBT, or LGBTI or LGBTQ; Many recent legislative efforts include only “sexual orientation” at the expense of inclusive language including “gender identity and expression”.  Similar to our outreach to the Governor, we as a community need to practice and speak inclusionary principles.  In broaching this discourse, I recognize there will always be those that say, well this isn’t a transgender issue, or this isn’t a bisexual issue and so why should we include them?  And though technically that is true for discrete actions, we are many families in a Community who face many similar struggles, be they ones around sexual orientation, gender [sexual] identity, gender expression, hate crimes, discrimination and many other forms of oppression.  
The essence of this discussion does not lie in what groups, families or letters should be included, though rather – why we need inclusion.  For example, during the proclamation process we dealt with answering questions of why Intersex was included as a contingent of our community.  And though many of these questions were inquisitive or informational in nature, some were outright hostile and took me aback, since for me the answer was so simple.  We as a Community have two embracing commonalities: “Sexual Orientation” and “Gender Identity and/or Gender Expression”. And so to this point, the Intersex community struggles with a similar issue the transgender community does – the core issues of the Medicalization of Anatomy and the insistence of society to place us in the binary sex model. That is to force a segment of the community to fit the binary sexologist model of: A Man is a Man and expresses masculine characteristics, a Woman is a Woman and expresses feminine characteristics and their sexual dichotomy exists for procreation! And does this model not go to the core and oppression of the Community whether you are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, Queer, Questioning and so on?  Of course!  And we also recognize that with these similarities our families have so many differences.  Yet we struggle together in our fight for assuring Equality independent of our sexual orientation, gender [sexual] identity and/or gender expression.  As a case in point, I struggle hand and hand with my gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender sisters and brothers on equality in Marriage.  However, when such marriage equality is achieved, my transgender and intersex families are still left on the sidelines of Marriage equality.  The marriage issue for our communities is one of the state legally recognizing our inherent sex as opposed to our birth assigned sex.  Until that happens these families in our community cannot realize equality in marriage! However, this difference in issues does not stop me from dedicating my energies and time to such an important issue of Equality, independent of my personal or family issues and needs.
Matthew Shepard was tragically murdered and a Nation mourned and was outraged.  Through unity the community fought and won many advances against such hateful bias and violence.  Now our transgender sisters and brothers are being murdered at a near pandemic rate and though it is a different letter, it is a Family in our Community – A Family of similar faces and oppressions as well as many differences. And again as families, as a community and as a nation we must unite.  For only as a United and Inclusive Community will all our families win the struggle for Equality!
The author may be contacted by email at: Jerimarie@transadvocacy.com
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