The following Letter to the Editor appeared in:  Metroline,. Vol 26, Issue 08, Late April ’99. Following this letter is my (Jerimarie Liesegang) response to Metroline and Sandra Brandon: 

To the Editor: 

Here we go again, ladies and gentlemen.  Once again, we as gays and lesbians are faced with the same thing time and time again.  Everyone will know what I mean by the end of this letter.  I attended the Flag Raising Ceremony on Sunday, March 21 at the Capital in Hartford.  It was nice to see a lot of the people in our community coming together.  These get-togethers are important, because it shows the straight community that we are people too.  I really enjoyed watching our gay-flag raised and felt proud to be a Gay-American citizen.  It also made me feel proud that Hartford was the first city to do this. 

Now, I’m not really a political lesbian.  I would classify myself as an independent.  But I do my best to listen to what is said.  Some politicians should be proud of themselves for coming out and supporting gays and lesbians on the many issues that face us such as Equal-Rights.  Let’s face it, we are the last of the minorities out there and we must do our best to support ourselves whether we are closeted or not. 

As I watched the flag raised, there was an open-rally speech by Rick Stillson.  Then he introduced, or shall I say outed, Senator Patrick Flahtery. Why is it that every time we have a rally, Rick Stillson is there all the time?  I personally am tired of seeing this guy!  Every time we have a Pride Celebration, he is in some stupid-campy outfit, making a total fool of himself in front of all of us!!  Is this what’s representing us, as a community?  I wish that Rick (a doctor?!) would give all of us a break...and get lost!! 

From what I know about Stillson, aka Mucha, Mucha, is that he was dismissed from the Board of the Community Center, for what reasons, don’t know.  He was also dismissed from the Imperial Court of Connecticut for questionable reasons. Rick Stillson is the acting-chair of our Gay-Pride!!  He is also co-chair of the CT coalition of LGBT Rights! Please fellow gays and lesbians, please tell me why is Mucha, Mucha involved with our community?  Every year, we as gays and lesbians are faced with Stillson, battling it out with Governor John Rowland over the signing of the Proclamation or Gay Pride Day.  As a lesbian, I’m very proud of who I am and I always thought that Rowland didn’t like gays and lesbians.  After doing some digging, I found that he wouldn’t sign this proclamation because it says gays, lesbians, transsexuals, transgendered, and bisexuaIs on the proclamation.  He said he would not sign off on it, because you cannot explain to a ten-year old what transsexual and transgendered means.  Then I found out that other cities, such as New York and Boston, don’t have this listed on their proclamations.  I asked my friends ‘Why should we have to list transsexuals ,transgendered, and bisexuals?’  If you really think about it, does a transgendered, transsexual, or bisexual person really have anything to do with us?  We, as gays and lesbians, have always welcomed all people of any race or color or gender.  Sure we are the last of the minorities, but I personally think it’s unnecessary to list every sexual gender, because they would fall under any category!  Every year, Rick Stillson always has to push the issue. I’m sick of it and would like it stopped! 

Now, back to the rally...Stillson not only repeats himself, but had a nerve to out Patrick Flahtery in front of everyone.  It was clearly an embarrassing moment not only for Flaherty, but for everyone else!  I felt that Rick Stillson should have been dragged out and locked up! 

Once again, we sit and watch someone who’s not trustworthy in our community, trying to represent us, as gays and lesbians.  Is Stillson trying to re-establish himself in our community, because of his lack-luster past?  Personally, Mucha Mucha, why don’t you leave us alone?  So, we as citizens in Connecticut, could represent ourselves without the embarrassment!
  

Sandra Brandon
Glostonhury, CT 

  



To the Editor:  (Metroline) 

Below is my response to the "Letter to the Editor" from Sandra Brandon (Metroline, Vol. 26 Issue 8 pg. 6).  I am a pre-op MTF Transsexual and I, and most of my community, are outraged by your publication of this letter; which is clearly written to present an agenda to the GLBT community, i.e., exclusion of Gender Variance from the community.  As such, I sincerely hope you will include my response to her accusations, so as to balance the damaging and hateful view of the gender variant community presented by her.  Metroline does little to further the Transgender cause but I do hope you will at least publish my response. 

Regards, 

Jerimarie Liesegang, Ph.D.
LIMS Consulting Services Inc., President
Southbury, CT  06488
  



      April 29, 1999
 

To the Editor:  (Metroline) 

I read with great dismay the "Letter to the Editor" penned by a Sandra Brandon of Glastonbury, CT.  It was with great curiosity that underneath the letter is the editorial policy reserving the "right to edit letters for space, grammar, or personal attacks".  This letter certainly seemed to be a lengthy personal attack on a number of individuals and societal groups!  Shall I dare ask how the unedited letter read or if it is an indication of the NEW views at Metroline? 

I am a Transsexual and very proud of my community, especially knowing first hand the discrimination they face in their family, lives, society, job market, and now apparently by the NEW Metroline.  It is with extreme difficulty that I must focus solely on the transgender aspect of the letter.  No doubt you will hear a thunderous roar from others of the GLBT community regarding the many hateful aspects proclaimed by Sandra Brandon. 

The transgender and transsexual community MUST be represented for the simple fact that we are a highly visible and discriminated against group.  Most all transsexuals have suffered family loss, financial disaster, ridicule, isolation, hate, loneliness, not to mention loss of dignity, limb and/or life.   The day must come when our sisters and brothers realize that the "T" in GLBT represents both a human and highly discriminated face and can not be a bargaining chip to be stepped upon to further a vocal few.  I am here to tell you we do exist as a visible and real entity and WILL NOT DISAPPEAR to make life easier for the Sandra Brandon's of this world in their personal struggles for acceptance. 

Secondly, Sandra Brandon references how one cannot explain to a ten-year old what transsexual and transgender means.  I wish she had been present when I explained this exact situation to BOTH my 10 and 7 year old sons; or when many other parents have had to explain similar issues to their children.  You may be surprised that my children do understand that it is NOT what I look like but rather who I am and that my love for them is unconditional!  Oddly enough it is the Adults to whom we have difficulty explaining gender variance and for this reason the "T" exists in GLBT, for it is inclusive of many minorities not just the vocal or bigoted few. 

I encourage Brandon and all others who feel the same to visit the "Remembering Our Dead" web page at "www.gender.org" to learn the atrocities our most wonderful and gentle community suffers at the hands of such ignorance and hate. 

I encourage all of us to unite and work together to fight as a whole rather than between ourselves.  Through such infighting we subjugate ourselves to their plan.  Please do not let a few peoples discrimination beget further discrimination of any group. 

See you at Pride day Sara Brandon!! 

Love and Hugs to all, 

Jerimarie Liesegang, Ph.D.
Southbury, CT  06488
Jeritg@aol.com 

