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To the Editor,

In his proclamation designating September 21, 2002 as GAY PRIDE DAY, Governor Rowland writes: "Whereas the State of Connecticut has passed laws prohibiting discrimination of individuals on the basis of sexual orientation." However, he neglects to mention the landmark Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) ruling in year 2000 which states that Transsexuals are covered by Connecticut’s statutes prohibiting discrimination based on sex. It is interesting that the Governor selectively and I would argue, discriminatorily, chooses to ignore the Connecticut P.R.I.D.E. request for an inclusive LGBTI proclamation. An increasing number of today’s officials recognize GAY PRIDE Day or Month as recognizing an inclusive community of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people.

In the past we have seen his consternation with transgender and transsexual issues. His spokesperson, Nuala Forde, in a 1996 “Hartford Courant” interview defended his rejection of a GAY PRIDE proclamation that year stating: "This proclamation is not a question of equal protection. It’s a question of endorsing drag queens and transsexuals, he simply won’t do it … It’s not a question of bias. It’s a question of what is appropriate content for a proclamation," she said. Ford also said the Governor would not sign any proclamation that he would have trouble reading to a second-grade class.

This discrimination to the transgender community may have been "legally" correct in 1996, however the Governor should realize that the CHRO ruling has confirmed the legal status of the transsexual [and by definition transgender] community. I personally found Forde’s comments back then offensive, and today misinformed and erroneous.

So I ask: "Why have you refused, when requested, to include transgender, bisexual and intersex in your proclamation?" We are all entitled to our own moral and social conscience. However, an elected Governor should be bound to uphold the "legal conscience" of the state when recognizing significant and important events, including an official proclamation.
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