So what is the I in LGBTIQQ?

First, the acronym LGBTIQQ [yes a mouthful] stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, Queer and Questioning. And of course, now you know what the I stands for - Intersex!
You also may ask, what happen to the plain old simple Gay and Lesbian, which we so fondly grew up with? Plain and simple, we recognized both through self-examination, western social evolution and education, that core issue's surrounding homosexuality, or shall we say sexual orientation, encompass more than gays and lesbians. Implicitly understood within sexual orientation, was gender expression or what we now call today - gender identity. And so from this core concept of sexual orientation, our community recognized that the Bisexuals, the Transgender, the Intersex, the GenderQueer, and even those Questioning their own self orientation and identification all share a common bond. Therefore the more INCLUSIVE LGBTIQQ.
So what is Intersex? From the Intersex Society of North America [ISNA] we learn the following:
Simply put; intersexuality is a set of medical conditions that features "congenital anomaly of the reproductive and sexual system." That is, a person with an intersex condition is born with sex chromosomes, external genitalia, or an internal reproductive system that is not considered "standard" for either male or female.
It is unfortunate, however no one knows exactly how many children are born with Intersex conditions because of the secrecy and deception surrounding it.
You may at this point say, Oh I know what you are saying - a Hermaphrodite! However, as the ISNA and many Intersex people will tell you: The word "hermaphrodite" is a stigmatizing and misleading word. There is growing momentum to eliminate the word "hermaphrodite" from medical literature and the use the word "Intersex" in its place. While some Intersex people do reclaim the word "hermaphrodite" with pride to reference themselves (like words such as "dyke" and "queer" have been reclaimed by LGBT people), it should be generally avoided except under specific circumstances.
The Intersex community is a wonderful and rich community and we all have so much to learn from them. If you are interested in learning more, visit the Intersex Society of North America Web site at http://www.isna.org/index.html This site contains rich and detailed information on the Intersex community, its issues, medical diagnosis, etc.
Also, a wonderful, provocative and enlightening video "Is it a Boy or a Girl?" is available for purchase through the ISNA web site. This is a one-hour documentary produced by the Discovery Channel and has been viewed by many people and organizations and nominated for several awards. It is well worth watching! Perhaps GLOBE and its Allies could have a November social with this video as a focus for viewing and discussion.
So now you know what the I in LGBTIQQ stands for.
