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Introduction

The Connecticut TransAdvocacy Coalition was formed as a result of the 2002 Connecticut Day of Remembrance and related TransAdvocacy work in Connecticut.  Its mission is to improve, through Political and Social Advocacy, societal attitudes and the law in order to achieve equal rights for the transgender and gender variant individuals and communities. It is a grassroots coalition of individuals and organizations dedicated to the advancement and attainment of full civil rights for all transgender and gender variant people in every aspect of society and actively opposes discriminatory acts. 

Why TransAdvocacy?

Some say the “Gay Rights Movement” began in 1969, the night of the Stonewall riot.  And as many trans-identified folks know, a “Trans” person was at the forefront of that fateful night – Sylvia Rivera!  Sylvia and many others launched a major social, economic and cultural change in the homosexual community and within society as a whole.  Since that day, homosexuality has been declassified as a mental illness, numerous and significant gay rights laws have passed, corporate non-discrimination policies updated to include sexual orientation and many other landmark successes have been realized.  However, the rights of the trans-identified person and community were, and are still being, essentially ignored.  In addition, prominent among those being “cast aside” during this period was Sylvia Rivera herself.

However, this did not stop Sylvia!  She fought daily for the trans-identified person and community; as well as fighting the gay, lesbian and straight communities for recognition and equal rights of the trans-identified individual and community.  And from such spirited Direct Actions and confrontations, a few, then more, and then many more Trans Activists came to her aide, and to the forefront, in this struggle for Trans Activism and Advocacy. For many trans-identified people this struggle occurs in the midst of their worlds crumbling economically and socially around them as they “come out”.  However, more and more of us are learning to balance “coming out” socially and economically with our coming out as Activists and Advocates.


Nationally more and more statewide TransAdvocacy groups are forming and fighting for equal rights.  We’re fighting in Connecticut and in nearly every state for Inclusion, Respect and Equal Rights!   Transgender-rights advocates won an unprecedented series of political victories in 2002. The governing councils of 14 cities and counties voted to include transgender people among the groups protected by local nondiscrimination laws.  In no previous year had more than six jurisdictions taken such action.  Fourteen Fortune 500 companies have included gender identity or expression within their corporate EEO policies, with two occurring within the last year.

And for this reason, the Connecticut TransAdvocacy Coalition exists.  This Coalition grew out of two venues: From ITCT, a chapter of the first major national and statewide grass roots Trans Civil Rights organization and Connecticut’s 2002 Day of Remembrance.

Locally our state has realized several successes for the trans-identified community. The CHRO has ruled that Connecticut’s statutes prohibiting discrimination based on sex protects transsexuals, as well as the transgender.  Aetna included “Gender Identity or Expression” in its Corporate EEO policies. The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Ally communities rallied around inclusion of the Trans-identified person when the Governor selectively excluded us from his proclamation. And this year we have had two important Trans related bills raised in the state legislator.  

So you may say, hey all is cool, Connecticut is progressive and others are making things happen.  But we say you are wrong!  We still have a long way to go.  Unemployment for the trans-identified person is still too high, too few Connecticut employers have transitioning policies in place, Emergency room and Medical treatment for the trans-identified person is still precarious, access to knowledgeable health care providers is nearly non-existent, significant education on “gender identity and expression” still is required, and on and on and on…

Why A Coalition?

Simply because we cannot do it alone.  Because Sylvia and many others have stood and fought by the Lesbians and Gays side and you must stand by our side!  Because Gender Identity and Expression embraces Straights, Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals.  Because we are your children, your brothers, your sisters, your parents, your friends, your co-workers, your neighbors, you!

The Connecticut TransAdvocacy Coalition?

The goals for the CT TransAdvocacy Coalition during 2003 are:

1. Conduct Statewide Educational Forums on the Transgender and Gender Variant Community and Issues

2. Formation of a Connecticut Transgender Needs Assessment Study

3. Assist the Hate Crimes Network in securing passage of Gender Identity/Expression Inclusive language within the Hate Crime Statutes

4. Actively work at select Municipal levels to secure Gender Identity/Expression Inclusive language within the Municipal Non Discrimination Codes

5. Establish a position paper,surveys and open dialogue regarding Trans Health/Medical Issues within Connecticut

6. Create and distribute Fact Sheets regarding Transgender Issues and Civil Rights within Connecticut

We cannot do this alone – We Need Your Help.  So if you are interested in joining the CT TransAdvocacy Coalition either as a Coalition Organization or individual member please contact us at info@transadvocacy.com.  Please also visit our website www.transadvocacy.com for more information or to be on our mailing list.

The author is Director of the Ct TransAdvocacy Coalition and may be contacted by email at Jerimarie@transadvocacy.com or by phone at (860) 680-9952.

Subscribe to our free eNewsletter!  Send email to newsletter@transadvocacy.com


